Clark Hill eNewsletter

Page 1 of 2

February 11, 2006

Hello,

CIRCUIT COURT ENJOINS RELEASE OF CRIMINAL HISTORY INFORMATION

Ingham County Circuit Court Judge, Hon. Joyce Draganchuk, entered an order Friday morning
(February 10, 2006) preliminarily enjoining the Michigan Department of Education (MDE), the
Superintendent of Public Instruction and "any other governmental entity" from disseminating the
criminal history information local districts recently received from MDE. The Court found the
information in its current form was "not suitable for public dissemination" and fell within FOIA's
"unwarranted invasion of privacy" and "preliminary communications" exceptions. In a related
development, a bill has been introduced in the House which, among other things, permits districts up
to 14 days to verify the information provided by MDE, during which time the material would be exempt
from FOIA. Firm clients are cautioned that Judge Draganchuk's order is not binding precedent and
may not be followed by other circuit court judges and the recently introduced House bill may not be

enacted.
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- By Robert A. Lusk
Attorney, Clark Hill PLC
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Florence M. Vincent

This newsletter is prepared by Clark Hill PLC to provide general information on recent legal developments of interest to our readers.
This publication is not intended to, nor does it, provide legal advice for any specific situation or to create an attorney-client relationship.
We would be pleased to provide such legal assistance as you may require on these and other subjects if you contact an attorney
associated with this Firm directly.
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